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represented the state of opinion of the majority of the people, a majority which was eagerly desirous of peace and of relief from the burdens of war, but only of a peace which should not involve a disturbance of the new constitution and of the Protestant religion. The ignorance of Louis xiv. and his
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advisers of the sensitiveness on these two points of the English people, produced a rapid change of public opinion on the question of peace. In November 1700 the French King had, on the death of Charles n. of Spain, repudiated the Partition Treaties of 1698 and of 1700, by which the kingdom of Spain was to be so divided on the death of its existing ruler as not to fall to the lot of the Bourbons. With utter disregard for these international engagements, which were made to preserve the peace of Europe, Louis accepted for his grandson, the Duke of Anjou, the crown which by the will of the late sovereign was bequeathed to the Dauphin's son. This act would probably have had no great effect on English opinion, nor have produced a European war, had not Louis towards the end of 1701, with the assent of the Spanish authorities, taken possession of the line of Spanish fortresses which bordered the Netherlands, and ten days after the Triple Alliance was signed (7th September 1701), on the death of James n., recognised the Pretender as King of England. The Tory Parliament, which during its brief and stormy existence 3
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